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Announcement of IB World School Authorization

Daiichi Kindergarten
January 23, 2025
Dear Parents and Guardians,

| am delighted to announce that Daiichi Kindergarten has officially been authorized as an International
Baccalaureate (IB) World School as of December 16, 2024. This achievement reflects two years of dedication
as an IB candidate school, during which we implemented the IB program and completed a rigorous evaluation
process conducted by the International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO).

Our school now offers the globally recognized Primary Years Programme (PYP), designed for children aged
3 to 12. The PYP emphasizes the holistic development of each student through inquiry-based learning while
fostering respect for self and others, global engagement, compassion, and lifelong learning. These values align
closely with Japan’s national curriculum guidelines and provide a solid foundation for our students’ futures.

The IB philosophy and curriculum framework resonate deeply with our “Shisei Education” principles. These
principles emphasize “nurturing individuals who grow independently with a sense of self-worth and achieve
self-realization in harmony with others” as our educational goal, and “education in a warm, scientifically
supported environment” as our policy. This shared vision reinforces our commitment to delivering a globally
recognized, high-quality education. All Daiichi Kindergarten staff engaged in extensive professional
development, practice, and school collaborations to achieve IB World School authorization. This
accomplishment highlights how new initiatives have been successfully integrated into the rich foundation of
“Shisei Education.” We sincerely thank our parents and the community for your invaluable support in helping
us reach this milestone.

IB World School status is granted exclusively to schools that meet globally recognized standards of excellence
in education. Authorized schools are also required to undergo continuous evaluation to ensure sustained
growth and development. In alignment with this vision, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and
Technology (MEXT) has established the IB Education Consortium to advance IB education in Japan. Notably,
Daiichi Kindergarten is the first IB World School in Kumamoto Prefecture to be authorized as a “school
prescribed by law” under the Basic Act on Education.

At Daiichi Kindergarten, we aim to provide children with meaningful, high-quality learning experiences that
foster inquiry, creativity, and a global perspective—preparing them to thrive in the future. We remain committed
to partnering with families to celebrate each child’s growth and work together toward enriching purposeful daily
practices.

Thank you for your continued understanding and support of our educational activities.

Sincerely,
Hiroshi Ito, Head of School

For more information about the IB and the PYP, please visit the official website.
MEXT IB Education Consortium https://ibconsortium.mext.go.jp




